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SUMMARY: MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS TOWARD 
INCREASED NUMBERS AND COMMONALITY OF ANTI-TANK WEAPONS. US 
DECISION TO PRODUCE THE EUROPEAN ROLAND ANTI-AIRCRAFT SYSTEM 
UNDER LICENSE COULD PROVIDE KEY TO FASTER PROGRESS IN ANTI-TANK 
AREA. US MIGHT CONSIDER OFFERING THE EUROPEANS A SIMILAR 
LICENSING ARRANGEMENT FOR THE DRAGON ANTI-TANK SYSTEM. DRAGON 
IS BEST CANDIDATE TO PROVIDE HIGHER DENSITY OF WEAPONS SINCE 
ALLIES ALREADY HAVE LONGER-RANGED WEAPONS SUCH AS TOW, MILAN, 

AND SWINGFIRE, BUT DO NOT HAVE THE DRAGON WITH 1000-METER RANGE 
WHICH IS A CHEAPER WEAPON. IF SUCH AN AGREEMENT IS FEASIBLE, 

MISSION PROPOSES TO INITIATE ACTION TOWARD THAT END IN THE 
DEFENSE PLANNING COMMITTEE AND CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL ARMAMENTS 
DIRECTORS IN THE DUAL CONTEXT OF STANDARDIZATION OF ALLIANCE 
SECRET 
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WEAPONS AND IMPROVEMENT OF ANTI-TANK CAPABILITIES. REQUEST 
WASHINGTON GUIDANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN LETTER TO EWG (REF A), MISSION CALLED ATTENTION TO GROWING 
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IMBALANCE IN NEW GUIDED ANTI-TANK WEAPONS IN THE CENTRAL REGION. 
ACCORDING TO DEFENSE PLANNING QUESTIONNAIRE REPLIES, CENTRAL 
REGION ALLIES ARE BUYING OR PLANNING TO BUY LESS THAN 2000 TOW. 

MILAN OR SWINGFIRE WEAPONS BY 1979, WHILE THE US WILL HAVE NEARLY 
9000 TOW AND DRAGON IN EUROPE AND IN REINFORCEMENT FORCES FOR 
EUROPE. WE EXPECT ALLIES TO INCREASE THEIR PLANNED PROCUREMENT OF 
ANTI-TANK WEAPONS, BUT HIGH COST OF TOW, MILAN, AND SWINGFIRE, 
TOGETHER WITH BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DEFICITS DUE TO COST OF 
OIL, COULD PREVENT MAJOR INCREASES. 

2. RECENT US DECISION TO PRODUCE THE EUROPEAN ROLAND ANTI AIRCRAFT 
SYSTEM UNDER LICENSE COULD PROVIDE THE EXAMPLE FOR A SIMILAR 
ADVANCE IN THE ANTI-TANK AREA. THE US MIGHT CONSIDER OFFERING 

THE EUROPEANS A SIMILAR LICENSING ARRANGEMENT FOR THE DRAGON 
ANTI-TANK SYSTEM. THE DRAGON ANTI-TANK SYSTEM COSTS ONE-THIRD 
AS MUCH AS THE LONGER-RANGED TOW, AND EVEN LESS BY COMPARISON 
WITH MILAN AND SWINGFIRE, YET ITS 1000 METER RANGE IS GOOD 
ENOUGH FOR MANY LIKELY TARGETS IN ANY CONFLICT IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE. 

3. IF THE US COULD DEVISE A LICENSING AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH 
ONE OF THE ALLIES, SUCH AS THE UNITED KINGDOM, COULD PRODUCE 
DRAGON FOR THE EUROPEAN MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE, IT MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A MORE REASONABLE BALANCE IN ANTI-TANK 
WEAPONS ALONG THE NATO FRONT. IN ADDITION, SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT 
WOULD HELP BUILD UP MOMENTUM FOR CONTINUING PROGRESS IN 
STANDARDIZATION OF CRITICAL WEAPONS. IF WASHINGTON APPROVES 
AND CAN DEVELOP PRACTICAL PROPOSAL, MISSION COULD INTRODUCE 

IN THE DEFENSE PLANNING COMMITTEE AND CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL 
ARMAMENTS DIRECTORS IN THE CONTEXT OF STANDARDIZATION OF ALLIANCE 
WEAPONS AND IMPROVEMENT OF ANTI-TANK CAPABILITY. 

BRUCE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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